THE GERMANIC POWERS AND TURKEY    185

To the Turks this unfriendly attitude was painfully
obvious.

During the paroxysm of intrigue that preceded the
last Russo-Turkish war, the German Ambassador at Con-
stantinople vied with his French colleague in courting
General Ignatieff. In the diplomatic conferences that
took place the Turks had the mortification of seeing the
representative of Germany seated close to their arch-
enemy and supporting him by might and main. When
Midhat Pasha's Constitution was proclaimed, and the
foreign ambassadors were invited to assist at the solemn
opening of the National Assembly at the Palace of Dolma
Baghche, the German Charge d'Affaires followed the
example of the Russian by ostentatiously abstaining from
that " comedy/' When the rupture occurred the depart-
ing Russian Charge d'Affaires entrusted Russian inter-
ests to his German colleague.l Needless to say that the
same Russophilism was displayed by the German Con-
suls in every part of the Ottoman Empire. The Turks
gave characteristic vent to their annoyance by massacring
Mr. Henry Abbott, a British subject, who happened to
be Germany's Consul at Salonica, together with his
French colleague and brother-in-law.2

be the spokesman of his nation : " The Turk has no friends in
Germany," reports the British Ambassador at Berlin. " Even
Russia might take possession of Constantinople without objection
on the part of Germany/' Lord Odo Russell to Lord Derby,
Nov. 12, 1875, in Lord Newton's life of Lord Lyons, ii. 89.

1  See Nelidow's " Souvenirs d'avant   et d'apres la Guerre de
1877-1878," in the Revue des Deux Mondes, May   15, July   15,
1915.

2  The immediate cause of this double tragedy, which at the
time produced an immense sensation in the world, setting in
motion the Chancelleries and the Fleets of all the Powers, was a
Bulgarian peasant girl of doubtful morals.    From motives best
known to herself, she embraced Islam and came to Salonica to
make before the Grand Council a formal declaration of faith.    The
local Christians snatched her away.    The Moslem population rose
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